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Groundwater Use In New Mexico

• Groundwater use is a new 
demand in the past 100 years

• Many communities in NM are 
entirely reliant on groundwater

• Recharge rates, already very 
low, are likely to decrease by 
more than 25% with projected 
changes

Thank You Water 
Data Act!
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New Mexico needs to find a 
new Water Balance

=
WATER BALANCE

Water Availability Water Need



Water Security Planning Act 
Implementation

Passage of the 
Water Security 

Planning Act 

Public & Tribal 
Input

Create Water 
Security Tribal 

Advisory Council 
(WSTAC)

Finalize Rules and 
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on Input & 
Initiate Regional 

Planning 
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Regional Water 

Planning
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Beyond



a)

b)

Water Security 
Tribal Advisory 

Council
WSTAC

Interim Committee
Short-term committee comprised of 
water leaders and technical staff 
whose goal is to develop a framework 
for WSTAC.  Membership and process 
are being coordinated with the NM 
Indian Affairs Department.

Tribal Advisory Council 
Initial steps for the Council will include 
providing input for rules and 
guidelines, consideration of tribal-
specific rules and guidelines, 
determining ongoing role and process, 
and engaging in regional planning.



Water Security Planning Act Open House Events
April 22: Region 13 – Estancia
April 23: Region 1 – NE New Mexico
April 24: Region 8 – Mora-San Miguel 

May 13: Region 9 – Colfax 
May 14: Region 14 – Rio Chama
May 15: Region 3 – Jemez y Sangre
May 16: Region 7 – Taos 

June 10: Region 16 – Lea
June 11: Region 10 – Lower Pecos
June 12: Region 5 – Tularosa-
Sacramento

July 22: Region 15 – Socorro-Sierra
July 23: Region 4 – SW New Mexico
July 24: Region 11 – Lower Rio Grande

August 5: Region 6 – NW New Mexico
August 6: Region 2 – San Juan
August 7: Region 12 – Middle Rio Grande

Thank you, 
New Mexico, 

for engaging with us 
this summer!





Water Security Planning Act: 
What the rules will address

• The boundaries & numbers of regions
• Criteria for ISC approval of regional water 

security plans
• Procedure for regional water planning 

entities to develop and notify the ISC of 
regional public welfare issues

• Composition of the regional water planning 
entities

• Procedure for regional water planning 
entities to consider public welfare values and 
the needs of future generations

This list is a minimum only
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